














 

 
 

ST. JOSEPH POST 
(Post 57) 

4032 South M-139. Building 124. St. Joseph. 49085 
 

A Michigan State Police detachment first opened at Bridgman in 1920, but Berrien County citizens 
objected to this new organization and the department closed the post. Today, Berrien County is the only 
county in Michigan with three State Police posts. Troopers later spent three years investigating the 
House of David commune near Benton Harbor before finally arresting "King Ben," Benjamin Purnell, 
on rape charges at the commune in 1926. 
 
The department did not establish a permanent presence in the area until October 1, 1970, when the 
Benton Harbor Post opened under the command of Sgt. Carl Hulander.  The post moved to its present 
location in St. Joseph on October 13, 1982. 
 
On September 9, 1984, Tpr. Robert Mihalik of the St. Joseph Post was slain in the village of Shoreham 
after stopping a man wanted in a failure-to-pay for gasoline incident. During a struggle, the suspect 
grabbed Mihalik's revolver and shot him in the chest. The man is now serving a life term for murder. 
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